R. S., AGED 6 years, has had "club" hands since birth. Both hands are kept in the extreme varus position, but, since an operation at the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital three years ago, can be straightened with a splint. An X-ray photograph shows complete absence of both radii.
The PRESIDENT said it was comparatively common for those who saw much of deformities to see cases somewhat like the present. Some of the cases had the thumbs developed as this patient had, but most had no thumbs. In other cases there was partial development of the radius, especially the upper part. In other cases there was no sign of radius. Another broad distinction was that some of the cases had very little power in the hands, while others had good power in the hands. All the cases were alike in this particular, that there was great difficulty in making a useful member of the deforrmed part. He had tried every possible way which had been ,described. He had most commonly split the thickened ulna vertical-ly, after doing the necessary tenotomies, and shifted the outer part of the ulna as far as possible to the outer part of the carpus, and anchored it there with silkworm gut. In one or two cases he thought he had improved the stability of the hand. But a week ago he went further. Extensive division of the tendons had been done, and osteotomy of the ulna, to straighten it as much as possible. In all these cases one found there was a very curved ulna, as well as a thickened and deformed one, and in this case he exposed the upper part of the radius, and then made a long channel downward between the muscles; and having just previously removed the astragalus from another patient, he used one portion with cartilage attached to form a new wrist-joint, and the other part of the astragalus he cut into long columns of bone, and laid it carefully into the groove. He did not know yet how it would turn out, but he hoped the result would be to make a new radius. There was, however, no prospect that the arm would have the power of pronation or supination, because the arrangement of the tendons and muscles was very abnormal. The hand, however, would probably be more stable by being fixed and attached to two bones instead of one bone.
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